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FOR RELEASE: 30 March 1978
FROM: Kika de la Garza
95-633
Washington D C
THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES has chosen me to attend this year's meeting
of the World Inter-Parliamentary Union, 27-31 March in Lisbon, Portugal.
The Inter-Parliamentary Union is held every year. This is an opportunity for
legislators from allover the world to get together and discuss matters of mutual concern.
The conference agenda covers a wide variety of subjects -- many that could
ultimately affect our South Texas area. We'll be discussing imports and exports including
oil and gas, and how they affect the economy of all participating-nations. Talks will
center on what we can sell them and of course what- they can sell us, too. Debates will
be held on the relationship between illiteracy and world hunger and poverty along with
many other matters that affect the relationships between the nations of the world with
whom we must live, hopefully in peace and harmony.
At the end of the session, a resolution will be drawn covering the topics dis-
cussed. This document will only symbolize part of what is accomplished at the meetings.
Above all, the conferees have a chance to visit and learn about each other's country.
Through this interpersonal contact we can better understand their needs and goals. At
the same time, I have a chance to talk about South Texas and our nation's interests.
* * *
THIS WEEK MARKS THE BEGINNING of the latest round in the United Nations Law of the Sea
Conference in Geneva, Switzerland.
Here in Washington, work continues' on putting the finishing touches on the
Deep Seabed Mining bill. The bill is designed to protect the investments of those U S
companies initiating the mining of the deep seas.
If the deep seabed ~ining were started, it could possibly mean hundreds of jobs
nationwide -- including Texas. Congress is still hoping to have this bill passed and
signed into law by the President before the Law of the Sea Conference closes in May.
Our nation's security could depend on the mining of the seas. Studies show
that the ocean floor has vast sources of cobalt, nickel, and manganese. Without these
metals our steel industry -- the backbone of our economy would be devastated. Our
resources of these important metals are dwindling on land. If we had to go to other
countries for these needed resources the balance of our national defense and economy
would be worse than it is now.
Whether through the results of the Law of the Sea Conference or through the
passage of this bill, the needs of the U S to mine the deep seabeds must be protected.
* * *
ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE FARMERS needing emergency credit to continue their agricultural op-
erations has passed the House Agriculture Committee. If approved by Congress and the
President, the Agricultural Credit Act will upgrade the farm credit programs of the
Farmer's Home Administration.
FHA credit programs have not been revised since 1972. The economic climate of
our nation has changed considerably since then.
This new proposal is directed to one of the biggest problems now facing the
American farmer -- paying off loans used to finance earlier expepses for homes and opera-
ting costs. It's not designed to increase a farmer's operation. The funds in the bill
can not be used to purchase or lease additional real estate.
The statements of over 200 witnesses went into the drafting of this measure.
* * *
PERHAPS ONE OF THE HIGHEST COMPLIMENTS I've received is an appreciation dinner recently
sponsored by the South Texas Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts.
The work of the Soil and Water Conservation Districts has always been of
utmost concern to me. These South Texas offices are there to help when needed and
not there to interfere. As the chairman of the House Agriculture subcommittee respons:l.··
ble for oversight of these districts, I've always carefully examined their funding and
administration to assure that the job they need to do can be done.
To be honored by this respected group will always be a warm memory. Through
the work of the Soil and Water Conservation Districts, our farmers and land owners are
protecting their land -- an invaluable natural resource.
* * *
HAPPy EASTER to all South Texans. There's no better way to celebrate than through this
Spring holiday. After a long winter, Easter symbolizes renewed hope by the appearance
of new flowers and warm rains. The whole country is just ready to head out of doors and
enjoy once again the warmth of family and friends.
* * *
VISITORS FROM HOME: Visiting my office from home this week were Dayle Baldauf of
Brownsville; Miss Mariella Gorena of Edinburg; Mr Jack Cawood of McAllen; and
Mr W D Parish of Mercedes.
* * *
